PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
in the lake. I was there when they brought him
home, and saw how his mother knelt down by
him and began in a crooning, tearful voice to intone
all little Joseph's good qualities: "My dear little
Joseph, how good you were, now I shall never scold
you again," and so on. Later I read that this kind
of wailing over and praising the dead is the custom
of all primitive peoples.
A child feels quite clearly whether his elders are
free or not, and on what terms they are with each
other. American children are freer than those in
Europe; they are more naif and open in their
ways with other children and also with grown-ups;
they are not afraid of their elders, but perceive that
they too are frank among themselves. That is the
effect of a Republic and of freedom. People do not
lie, and are not continually afraid of being cheated
or harmed by one another; they do not fear each
other. I like to watch the children nowadays and
to chat with them; it seems to me that they are
already more self-reliant and open, and I say to
myself that they will grow up into a free people,
A Republic, you know, is a very fine thing!
And here am I back again at the question of
schools and teachers. It is the business of the
teacher in the school to impress on the children
the principles of republicanism, democratic freedom,
and equality; he should be the children's comrade.